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Rent Restricted Multi-Family Properties Water/Wastewater Conservation Rebate Program Details

September 2011 Update for Year 2





The calculation of the conservation savings for Year 2 is being changed, so it complies with the guidelines stipulated in the City Ordinance.  In order to earn the .0697 rebate factor for Year 2, a property must show it reduced its usage by 5% when a 6-month period is compared.  



Comparison of Usage by City Personnel:

The 5% conservation goal is based on a comparison of usage as follows: 
· Consumption for the period of January 2011 – June 2011 will be compared to the consumption for January 2010 – June 2010.  If a 5% reduction is met, rebates will be processed for the months of July 2011 – June 2012.  If it is not met, the property will not be eligible for any rebates for the year- July 2011 – June 2012.

· Charges for lawn meters, fire lines, drainage or any other charges are excluded from the conservation calculation.  Adjustments to the accounts’ consumption due to a credit or debit will also be included in the calculations.  



Calculation of Rebate:

The test for water conservation will be based on each account’s water consumption compared to the base line of 2010 water consumption for occupied complexes.  The calculation of the rebate will be a formula using the month’s consumption and occupancy and the number of days in the billing cycle.
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Steps used for calculation-  

1. For each month’s bill in the baseline period, list the amount of gallons billed, the number of days for the bill and the number of units occupied for the month.  Do the same for the conservation period under review.
2. Calculate the daily average for each month.
3. Calculate the average number of units for the conservation period.
4. Calculate the percentage difference between the conservation period and baseline- 2011/2010 - 1.
5. If there is a savings of 5% or more, calculate the rebate amount for each month using the formula- B (monthly water/wastewater bill) x F (rebate factor .0697) x U (total number of rent restricted units/total number of units in complex - REBATE  

Example for 

Jan-2010	Feb-2010	March-2010	April-2010	May-2010	June-2010
Co.	1222		1142		1085		1124		1152		1287
Days	31		29		28		31		30		34
Occ.	287		286		285		284		286		283
D avg.	0.13734967	0.13769	0.135965	0.12766924	0.134266	0.133756
Total AVG for BASELINE period 2010 = 0.11155763

Jan-2011	Feb-2011	March-2011	April-2011	May-2011	June-2011
Co.	1084		1090		1021		977		1244		1092
Days	33		30		28		28		34		30
Occ.	280		276		277		284		288		290
D avg.	0.11731602	0.131643	0.13164	0.12286217	0.127042	0.125517
Total AVG for CONSERVATION period 2011 = 0.10645074

Average number of units occupied in 2011- 283

0.10645074 / 0.11155763 - 1= -.05 OR 5% reduction

Process the amount of the rebate- B x F x U		

         	
General Information:

· The number of rent restricted units and total number of units for the property will remain the same as Year 1.
· The rebate credit will be applied to the account and will not be refunded by check or voucher.   
· Only properties, which participated in Year 1, may participate in Year 2 (July 2011 to June 2012) and they must do the following: 
· Pay all water/wastewater/drainage bills for the property in full, by the due date on the bills each month, throughout Year 2 of the program.
· Meet the water conservation goal of 5% or more.  
· Submit occupancy numbers monthly.



Occupancy Numbers as Submitted by Applicant:
Occupancy numbers are required in order to calculate the achievement of the 5% reduction in water consumption and are subject to audit by the city.  Occupancy numbers for July 2009 to June 2011 were required on the application form.   Occupancy numbers for July 2011 to June 2012 must be submitted 
monthly before the rebate is applied to the account.  The template is available on the website and may be emailed to apartment.conservation@houstontx.gov.  
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General Timeline:
Year 2
· September 1, 2011 completed renewal application submitted to City of Houston
· October 2011- review applications for completeness. Begin testing for 5% reduction when January 2011 – June 2011 consumption is compared to January 2010 – June 2010 consumption.
· November 2011- If 5% is met, begin processing rebates for July 2011 – June 2012.  If it is not met, no rebates will be processed.
   

Definition Rent Restricted Apartment Unit:

A Rent Restricted Apartment Unit means a single apartment unit in a multi-family residential rental property (covering more than 16 rent restricted apartment units) with a maximum monthly rent 
· established by law, deed restriction, or required by a state or federal agency, or by contract with the state or federal government.
· that includes charges for water and wastewater utility services.

A multi-family residential customer per the City of Houston Code of Ordinance Sec 47-61 means a customer whose meter is connected to or serves exclusively a residential establishment with more than one unit.  The customer’s water/wastewater bill must reference the Rate/Class of MULTIFAMILY on the water/wastewater bill.

Length of Program:
· 1 year timeframe July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012

Conservation Periods and Fiscal Year Definitions:
· Conservation Periods
· January – June
· Fiscal Years
· Fiscal year 2010 is July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010
· Fiscal year 2011 is July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2011
· Fiscal year 2012 is July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012

Audits and Reviews:
· The City reserves the right to review and audit any property’s information up to three years after the conclusion of the program.  


Conservation Rebate Program Coordinators:
· Allison Wolfert 713-371-1158 or Cheryl Mathews 713-371-1170
· Allison.Wolfert@houstontx.gov or Cheryl.Mathews@houstontx.gov 
· Available to assist with any questions, support/assistance, tenant meetings, and educational materials
· Go to www.houstonwaterbills.houstontx.gov and under Menu, click on Rent Restricted Properties for more information.  


The City of Houston is here to help your properties utilize this program successfully.  Conservation and educational materials and links are available at this website
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