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General Description
For the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Houston, the Safe Sidewalk Program (SSP) provides sidewalks and ramps within the public right-of-way for pedestrians to improve accessibility along streets leading up to schools and along major thoroughfares. The Department of Public Works and Engineering (PWE) constructs sidewalks as an independent public improvement through the SSP under the Pedestrian Accessible Review (PAR) Program, Safe School Sidewalk Program and the Major Thoroughfare Program.  Please note that approved PAR requests receive priority over the Safe School Sidewalk and the Major Thoroughfare Programs.

Pedestrian Accessible Review (PAR) Program:  The PAR Program is administered by the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities (MOPD).  Sidewalks and curb cut/ramps are provided to improve sidewalk accessibility for people with disabilities.  A disabled citizen is considered eligible to participate in the PAR Program when there is no safe accessible path of travel to:

Grocery Store/Pharmacy
Financial Institution
Place of Employment
Medical Facility
Bus Stop/METROLift
Educational Facility
Place of Worship
Any facility/structure deemed necessary to provide quality of life
Maximum of 1,500 lineal feet

Safe School Sidewalk Program:  Provides for the installation of sidewalks leading to schools based on the following criteria:

· Students currently use route/street to walk to school
· Located within four blocks of a school
· Adequate existing right-of-way
· No constructability issues (large ditches, slopes, large tree roots, utilities, etc.)

Major Thoroughfare Program:  Provides for the installation of sidewalks along major thoroughfares based on the following criteria:

· Thoroughfares lacking safe passage for pedestrians to reach areas around shopping centers, bus stops and other frequently traveled routes
· No constructability issues
· Each request will not exceed 5 blocks
· Roadways scheduled for future construction within the next 5 years will not be considered.
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Request for Sidewalk Installation


Pedestrian Accessible Review (PAR) Program:  PAR requests must be made by a person with a disability or their caregivers and submitted to MOPD by e-mail at mopdmail@houstontx.gov.  For additional information regarding MOPD, please call (832) 394-0814.  

Upon MOPD’s approval the request is forwarded to PWE for final design and construction.


Safe School Sidewalk Program:
Requests can be made by anyone.  However, to ensure that new sidewalk installation is desired by the majority of the abutting property owners; a letter from the Home Owners’ Association (HOA), Super Neighborhood Committee and/or the Council Member’s office will need to be provided.  Property owners can also submit a petition signed by 75% of the abutting property owners.  


Link for the Petition Form


Major Thoroughfare Program:  Request can be made by any individual.  The request must be for a specific street segment and include the following information:

· The requested street name
· The limits of the street segment (i.e. from the 8500 to 8600 block)
· Name of requestor
· Address of requestor
· Daytime phone number of requestor 
· Specific reason(s) for this request

Note:  A request may automatically be ineligible for consideration once an evaluation determines non-compliance with program guidelines.


Link for on-line application: 


Safe School and Major Thoroughfare Programs Contact:


Dianne Hicks	Phone	(832) 395-2209
	Fax	(832) 395-2252
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Eligibility

Safe School Sidewalk Program

The following criteria will be utilized to establish the length, limits and location of sidewalks to be constructed under the Safe School Sidewalk Program:

1. Sidewalks will be built within four blocks of a street leading to a school.  This does not include sidewalks around the perimeter of the school.  Sidewalks will be constructed on streets that lead to the block on which the school is located.  

2. Sidewalks may be considered if the street dead-ends into the block on which the school is located.

3. Typically, sidewalks will be constructed on only one side of the street. The City will determine which side is the most economical to design and construct the proposed sidewalk.

4. Sidewalks along parallel streets to the school/campus will not be considered unless the adjacent street is a collector or a heavily traveled street.

5. Sidewalks will not be constructed on streets that are only one block in length or on dead-end streets.

6.	Sidewalks may be constructed within school zones along major streets in coordination of cross walk locations.

7.	Sidewalks will be designed in compliance with the Texas Accessibility Standards (TAS) Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG).

Major Thoroughfare Sidewalk Program

The following criteria will be used to determine the location of new sidewalk construction under the Major Thoroughfare Sidewalk Program:

1. Sidewalk construction will be considered if the roadway is designated as a thoroughfare along major corridors and a visual inspection has noted the absence of sidewalks, in conjunction with evidence of pedestrian traffic.  Thoroughfares are denoted in the City of Houston Major Thoroughfare and Freeway Plan available in our Planning and Development Department located at 611 Walker, Houston, Texas.  

2. On two-way thoroughfares, sidewalks will be constructed on both sides of the street unless sidewalks already exist on one side.

3. On one-way thoroughfares, sidewalks will be constructed on the bus loading side of the street only.
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Major Thoroughfare Sidewalk Program (Continued)

4. In situations where conditions are not suitable for construction on both sides of a thoroughfare, or are not favored, sidewalks will be constructed on only one side.

5. Wheelchair ramps will be constructed as required.

6. Sidewalks will not be constructed along thoroughfares proposed for future reconstruction or improvement within the next 5 years by the City, METRO, County or State.

7. Design of sidewalks and curb ramps will comply with the TDLR Architectural Barriers Section and ADA.

8. Other factors, such as, but not limited to, alignments, grades and sight distances may also be evaluated in the selection of Major Thoroughfare Sidewalk candidates.


Timeline 

Upon receipt of a request, a desktop evaluation based upon the SSP criteria and maps is performed.  If the subject location qualifies under one of the aforementioned program guidelines, the request is considered approved for design evaluation.  Accordingly, the site is added to the SSP candidate list for incorporation into the design process. Under the design process, the site is further evaluated in the field to determine if the sidewalk request is constructible before final design commences.  For example, locations that contain open ditches and minimal available right-of-way, the sidewalk additions may not be possible without enclosing the open ditches with underground storm drainage systems.  Sites that require installation of enclosed storm drainage systems are rejected under the SSP during the design process. The sites that do meet the SSP criteria and are determined to be constructible will enter the final design process.  Approved constructible projects are scheduled for construction by first in, first out basis.

In reference to those sidewalk requests that do not meet the SSP guidelines listed above, Article III, Sections 40-83 & 84 of the City Code of Ordinances addresses the responsibility of the abutting owner for construction, reconstruction, repair or re-grading of sidewalks, driveways, curbs and gutters.




Link to Article III, Sections 40-83 & 84


[bookmark: _GoBack]
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[bookmark: Request_for_Sidewalk]Request for Sidewalk
For a request to be considered, Part A and B must be completed.  All requests will be processed by a first in, first out basis.
A.  Street Information
The following information is required in order to process your request.
	Date:
	

	Requested Street Name:
	

	From (Street Name):
	

	To (Street Name):
	

	School Name (if applicable):
	


B. Contact Person Information
Each request must provide the following information:
	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	

	Zip Code:
	

	Contact Phone Number:
	

	Signature:

	

	To be completed by City Personnel

	Council District:		Qualifying Program:

	Key Map Page:		Total Linear Feet:  

	Date of Initial Evaluation:

	Comments:  
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