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Section 104.1 of the Building Code states: "The building official is hereby authorized and 
directed to enforce the provisions of this code.  The building official shall have the 
authority to render interpretations of this code and to adopt policies and procedures in 
order to clarify the application of its provisions.  Such interpretations, policies and 
procedures shall be in compliance with the intent and purpose of this code. " 

In compliance with the intent of this section, documents are published which are 
referred to as CODE WORDS.  The updated series of these documents herein will be 
referred to as CODE WORD 2003 and will replace and supersede all previous CODE 
WORD documents.     

The purpose of CODE WORDS is to provide a single source of written policies, 
procedures and information to aid in the successful administration of the Building 
Code and city ordinances and to promote consistent, uniform practices. 

Additions to CODE WORD 2003 are available on the Public Works and Engineering 
web site located at: www.houstonpublicworks.org.
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INDEX
SUBJECT CODE-SECTION CODE WORD NO. 
Partial occupancy of buildings Building – 110 2003-01
Exiting through storerooms Building – 1013.2 2003-02
Certificates of occupancy or compliance Building – 110 2003-03
Corridor doors Building – 715.3.3 2003-04
Address change procedure Building – 501.2 2003-05
Grease Traps Plumbing – 1011.1 2003-06
Minor addition Building – 3403 2003-07
Combustion air Mechanical – 702.1 2003-08
Permit tonnage limitations Mechanical – 124.1 & 

Building – 117.3 
2003-09

Standpipes Building – L105.1 2003-10
Existing exit signs Building – L102.5 2003-11
Existing mechanical room ceilings Building – 102.6 2003-12
Corridor construction Building – 1016  2003-13
Emergency pneumatic systems Building – 403  2003-14
Natural gas piping in air plenums & ducts Mechanical – 303.3  2003-15
Furnaces located in attics & under floor spaces Mechanical – 303.3 

Electrical - 424 
2003-16

Requirements for engineer seals Building – 106.1  2003-17
Permits for various type projects Building – 105.1.3 2003-18
Portable-type school buildings Building – 503.1.3 2003-19
Residential setback  Residential – R102.1&  

Building – 102.1 
2003-20

Extent of exit enclosure (existing) Residential – L102.1 2003-21
Zero lot line Residential – R302.1 2003-22
Block and base foundations Residential – R404.1 & 

Building – 1805.4.3 
2003-23

Glass in corridor walls  Building – L102.3 2003-24
Wired glass in existing corridor doors Building  - L102.3 2003-25
Fire alarm systems Building – L108 2003-26
Existing bedroom windows Residential – R310.1.1 2003-27 
Size of potable water piping  Residential – P2903 

Plumbing – 610 
2003-28

Restroom openings into corridors Building – 1016 2003-29
Survey of lot Building – 106 2003-30
Bathroom & clothes dryer ducts Building – 711.4 2003-31
Floor drains & indirect waster receptors in walk-
in coolers & freezers 

Plumbing – 801.2 & Code of 
Ordinances 20.21, item 17 

2003-32

Fire & radiation dampers in existing fire rated 
ceiling assemblies 

Mechanical – 606 2003-33

Condensate removal  Mechanical – 310 & Residential 
– M1411.3.1 

2003-34

Listed type 1 commercial kitchen exhaust 
systems 

Mechanical – 507 & 508 2003-35 

Attic access to gas fired furnaces Mechanical – 904.5 & 
Residential – G2406.2 

2003-36
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INDEX
SUBJECT CODE-SECTION CODE WORD NO. 
Floor drains fro S1, S2 & M occupancies Plumbing – 1017.1 2003-37
Location of downspouts Plumbing – Chapter 11 2003-38 
Utility inspection procedure Mechanical – 116 & Residential 

- R109 
2003-39

Double Doors Signage Building – 1008.1.8.4 2003-40
Main exit doors Building – 1008.1.8.3 2003-41
Plans and profile drawings  Building – 106 2003-42
Electronic locking devices Building – 1008.1.3.4 2003-43
Grease interceptors Plumbing – 1012.0 & Appendix 

H
2004-44

Existing transit shed Building – 102.6 & 311 2003-45 
Utility release option Mechanical, Electrical, & 

Plumbing 112, 103, 302.1 
2003-46

Foundation elevation Building – 509.1 2003-47
School vocational shops Building – Table 302.3.2 2003-48 
Requirement of at least one handrail for every 
stairway on existing buildings 

Building – L102.2 2003-49

R1 and R2 conversions Building – 3406 2003-50
Hazardous material storage canopies Building – 904.2.4 & 

Fire 2704.13 
2003-51

Corridors in existing schools Building – L102.3 2003-52
Foundation elevation Residential – P3008 2003-53
Plumbing plan review requirements for building 
permits 

Plumbing – Chapter 11 2003-54 

Parapets Residential – R321.2.2 2003-55 
Residential garage disappearing stairs and other 
attic access openings 

Residential – R309.2 2003-56

Commercial energy code requirements Energy – Ch. 1, 2, 3 and 8 2003-57 
Plumbing facilities at open air transit centers Building – 2902.1 2003-58
Exemptions from permits and electrical work Electrical – 301  2003-59
Residential occupancies explained Building – 310  2003-60
Residential post tension foundation Residential – R401.2 2003-61
Lighting Controls Comm Energy Code – 9.4.1.1 & 

9.4.1.2
2003-62

Location of Stationary Combustion Engines Fire-604, NFPA 37- 10 (4.1.4) 
& NFPA 110-8 (5.6.1) 

2003-63












































































































































