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INTERPRETATIONS AND APPLICATIONS OF
THE HOUSTON ADOPTED CODES
2012 IBC, 2012 IRC, 2014 NEC, 2012 UMC, 2012 UPC,
2009 IECC and ASHRAE 90.1-2007
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PUBLICATION: March 6. 1985

SUBJECT: Partial Occupancy of Buildings
CODE(S): Building
SECTION(S) 110

The Building Code requires a Certificate of Occupancy to be posted in a
conspicuous place on the premises of all commercial buildings prior to occupancy.
It also allows a Certificate of Occupancy to be issued for the use of a portion or
portions of a building prior to the completion of the entire building or structure.

The policy relative to issuing partial Certificates of Occupancy is as
follows:

1. The portion of the building where occupancy is requested must conform to the
codes.

2. In fire-resistive buildings, the structural frame must be protected up to and
including the floor of occupancy. If the ceiling membrane is part of the
structural frame fire protection, then it must be installed throughout the floor of
occupancy.

3. Where a standpipe system is required, the system must be in operation
throughout the structure. If an automatic sprinkler system is required, it must be
in operation throughout the areas to be occupied.

4. When a fire alarm is required, the system must be in operation for the floor of
incidence, the floor above and floor below.

5. If the building falls within the scope of a high-rise building, all life safety
requirements shall be in operation throughout the areas to be occupied.

The Certificate of Occupancy attests that the portion or portions for which the
certificate is issued meets the codes, but not the total building. A separate certificate
will be issued for each portion of the building upon completion of the space.

Earl N. Greer, Building Official
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PUBLICATION: October 15, 1996

SUBJECT: Utility Release Option
CODE(S): Mechanical, Electrical & Plumbing
SECTION(S) 111 (UMCQ), 103 (UPC), 302.1 (NEC)

PURPOSE:  Utility release options allow such items as dishwashers, ranges, condensing
units, charcoal cooktops and other such fixtures and appliances to be absent from
the completed residence during the final inspection while providing approval for
the release of utility connections.

PERMIT: A permit for each craft involved in a particular appliance or fixture is required in
order to facilitate a Utility Release Option. Permits must be purchased at the
same time the regular permit is obtained or at any point during construction of
the house. This permit is a separate distinct project number from the
original and should indicate “for appliances not set. REF: ”?
(original project number)

PROCEDURE

Plumbing

A “temporary gas permit” must be obtained by the licensed plumber using the project number of
the primary construction project. Contractors shall schedule a final inspection as usual. The
existence of a temporary gas permit will indicate to the inspector that certain plumbing items will
be absent. At the time the inspection is called into the Plumbing Section, the contractor shall
clearly indicate that there is a temporary gas permit and that certain plumbing items will be
absent at the time of the final inspection. All plumbing other than the specific item(s) to remain
absent shall be complete and in compliance with the code. Upon approval by the inspector, the
temporary gas permit will allow the gas utility company to install the gas meter.

The primary project will not be fully finaled until the absent appliances or fixtures are installed
and inspected by the plumbing inspector. The primary project will remain active for a period of
one-hundred eighty (180) days. During that period, it is expected that the absent equipment or
fixture will be installed and inspected.

The plumbing contractor must remain vigilant and secure inspection on the primary permit as
soon as the absent plumbing items are completed.
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PUBLICATION: February 10, 2015

SUBJECT: Sanitary Drainage (Materials)
CODE(S): Plumbing
SECTION(S) 701.1 and 715.1

This Code Interpretation is to clarify that the use of SDR-26 building sanitary drainage pipe is an
acceptable equivalent material to the code specified SDR-35 sanitary drainage pipe identified in
Sections 701.1 and 715.1 of the Houston Adopted Plumbing Code for plastic drainage pipe sizes
8-inch and larger.

The material specifications identify that the outside diameter remains the same for both materials
at nominal 15.300-inch. The nominal inside diameter of the pipe is reduced slightly from 7.920-
inch for 8-inch SDR-35, to 7.754-inch for the same size SDR-26 pipe.

Additional differences noted include the color of the material as well as the requirement for use
of fittings specifically designed for SDR 26 pipe. SDR-35 and SDR-26 pipe and fittings are not
interchangeable. Both SDR-35 and SDR-26 material and fittings are color coordinated for proper
application, installation and inspection. In areas subject to truck and automobile traffic, the SDR-
26 material is slightly thicker providing a beneficial increase in strength.

Although the proposed SDR 26 material is not specifically identified in Section 701.1 and 715.1
of the Houston Adopted UPC (2006), where SDR-35 is specified for pipe sizes 8-inch or larger,
there is no significant difference in the raw material used, the installation, or the required test
standards associated with manufacture of the two products.

SDR 26 provides an increase in strength while the material and method is, for the purpose
intended, equivalent to the minimum prescribed in this code in quality, strength, effectiveness,
fire resistance, durability and safety.

The use of SDR-26 for pipe sizes 8-inches and larger is approved where compliance with the
manufacturer's installation instructions is strictly followed.

Approved:

Earl N. Greer, Building Official
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