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Houston Building Code Changes

Effective Immediately

On Wednesday, August 19", City Council voted to approve changes to the sidewalk requirements
in the Houston Building Code. (Please click here to view a copy of the ordinance)

In summary the changes are as follows:

« Increases sidewalk width from 4’ to 5’
« ldentifies a new sidewalk design detail drawing

« Reassigns the authority for modifications and variances to sidewalk requirements from the
Building Official to the City Engineer

« Requires a 6’ wide sidewalk on COH designated Transit Corridor streets and the
associated designated ‘A’ Streets (online maps of the classified roadways will be
forthcoming).

For questions regarding the sidewalk changes or the new procedures please contact the City
Engineer’s Office at cityengineer@cityofhouston.net or Rick Kovacich at 713-837-7250.

For questions regarding the Chapter 42 changes, please visit www.houstonplanning.com.

CODE ENFORCEMENT CONTACT INFORMATION:

Plan Review Numbers: Permit Office Numbers:

Commercial- 713-535-7500 General- 713-535-7897

One- Stop- 713-535-7550 (Commercial Remodels and Residential) Dacoma Office- 713-686-6224
Kingwood Office- 281-361-9586

Inspection Numbers: Utility Releases- 713-535-7748

Building- 713-535-7800

Mechanical- 713-535-7755 Other Information:

Electrical- 713-535-7600 Administration- 713-535-7510

Plumbing- 713-535-7700 Customer Assistance & Code Development Office-
Occupancy/Life Safety- 713-535-7730 713-525-7039 or 7040

Sign Administration- 713-218-5820 Automated Inspection Request Line- 713-525-7000

Other City Departments- Dial 311

For Additional Permit Information:

You may obtain information about permits by visiting our website at; www.houstonpermits.org. You will then be linked to our
database of sold permits. If you have questions about any of these permits, please contact our Code Enforcement Group at 713-
535-7500.

To Reach Other City of Houston Departments:
http://www.houstontx.gov or dial 311
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