Chasewood Community Questions

The Chasewood groundwater plant, formerly Green Ridge MUD, consists of 3 ground water wells drilled in 1969, 1979 and 1982.  The three wells that provided water to the Chasewood plant are located at 7650 Chasewood, 14400 Hillcroft, and 14800 Hillcroft. The City of Houston annexed the area in 1982. Chasewood groundwater was historically used by the city when water demand was high, to keep system pressure at optimum levels. The Chasewood wells were most recently used only intermittently to supplement surface water production. With recent completion of long planned improvements to the City’s surface water transmission capacity the Chasewood wells were turned off in November 2010 and will not be used again. The Chasewood neighborhood, primarily Key Map grids 570V and 570Z, is now supplied with 100% surface water from the Trinity River that is treated at the East Water Purification Plant and re-pumped through the Sims Bayou facility.
The City of Houston performs approximately 180,000 tests annually for the entire drinking water system. The results of these tests are summarized in the Annual Drinking Water Quality Report and sent to all water customers. This Consumer Confidence Report contains valuable information about the water you drink.  Past year’s reports are available on-line at www.publicworks.houstontx.gov. The City also responds to requests to investigate water quality. If you are concerned about the color, odor or taste of your water, please call the 3-1-1 Helpline.
Gross alpha particles are one of approximately eighty (80) different drinking water contaminants that the City of Houston is required by TCEQ and EPA to test for at all of our drinking water facilities. Gross alpha particles are naturally occurring. They enter the water through the erosion of mineral deposits far underground. The maximum limit for these particles when found in drinking water is 15 picocuries per liter (pCi/L), a scientific measurement of radioactivity. According to the Environmental Protection Agency and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality there is an increased risk of health effects from consuming two liters of water every day for 70 years if it exceeds that limit. 
Chasewood water tested below the EPA/TCEQ limit prior to 2009. In 1995, the City had an outside consultant test several groundwater wells including those at the Chasewood facility and at that time they all tested below the limit of 15 pCi/L. In 2004, the level was 11.5 pCi/L; in 2006 it was 12.5 pCi/L.  A level reading of 16.9 pCi/L was received in April 2010 from a sample taken by the Texas Department of State Health Services in October 2009. The Chasewood well was not faulty and there was no negligence or improper training that caused this result. These wells have now been deactivated and will not be used again. The currently provided surface water has no gross alpha particles
The community is encouraged to contact Alvin Wright of the Public Works and Engineering Department at (832) 395-2455 or Alvin.Wright@houstontx.gov if they have additional questions. 
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