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SECTION 01554 
 

TRAFFIC CONTROL AND STREET SIGNS 
 
PART 1 GENERAL  
 
1.01 SECTION INCLUDES 

 
A. Materials, hardware and installation of Traffic Signs. 
 

1.02 SUBMITTALS 
 

A. Contractor shall submit a list of intended suppliers and products to be used 
for all signs, posts, and associated hardware.  City reserves the right to 
request actual product samples prior to approval. 

 
1.03 MEASUREMENT AND PAYMENT 
 

A. Signs installed or replaced will be measured by the each sign.  Signs 
refurbished will be measured by each sign. 

 
B. Payment for installation of traffic signs will be on the basis of each sign 

installed. 
 
C. The price is full compensation for furnishing and installing new signs and 

hardware.  Cost of associated posts, footings, and miscellaneous mounting 
hardware will not be paid for directly but is to be included in the unit price bid 
for installation of each traffic sign. 

 
D. Non-standard signs installed or replaced will be measured by the square foot 

of the sign face.  Non-standard signs shall not be installed without prior 
approval from the City. 

 
PART 2 PRODUCTS 
 
2.01 MATERIALS 

 
A. The following ASTM Standards and documents, of the issue in effect on the 

date of Invitation for Bid, form a part of this specification to the extent herein. 
 

1. ASTM B 209 Specification for Aluminum and Aluminum Alloy Sheet and 
Plate 

 
2. ASTM D 523 Standard Method for Test for Specular Gloss 
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3. ASTM D 4956 Standard Specification for Retroreflective Sheeting for Traffic 
Control 

 
4. ASTM E 284 Standard Definition of Terms Relating to Appearance of 

Materials 
 

5. ASTM E 308 Computing the Colors of Objects by Using the CIE System 
 

6. ASTM E 810 Standard Test Method for Coefficient of Retroreflection of 
 Retroreflective Sheeting 
 

7. ASTM E 1164 Standard Practice for Obtaining Spectrophotometric Data for 
Object-Color Evaluation 

 
B. Substrate (Sign Blanks). This shall be aluminum alloy 5052-H38 and 

otherwise in conformance with ASTM B-209 and have gold chromate finish. 
The size, shape and thickness of the sign blanks are as indicated on the 
standard detail sheet in the plans or as specified by the Engineer. 

 
1.  Metal working. The aluminum shall be free of burrs and pits on both 

sides, including 
 edges and holes, and shall be made ready for applications of the 

sheeting. 
 

2.  Surface Preparation. The aluminum shall be thoroughly cleaned and 
degreased with solvent and alkaline emulsions cleaner by immersion, 
spray, or vapor degreasing and dried prior to application of the gold 
chromate sheeting coat. The aluminum shall be new and corrosion-free 
with holes drilled or punched, corners rounded to the radii shown in the 
standard detail sheet, and all edges smoothed prior to application of 
sheeting. The heavy or medium chromate coating shall conform in color 
and corrosion resistance to that imparted by the Alodine 1200F 
treatment. 
 

3.  Size. The dimensions of substrate applications for regulatory, warning, 
and guide signs shall be as specified by the Engineer and as shown on 
the plans. 

 
C. Sign Face (Background, Legends, Symbols, and Colors). These shall be in 

accordance with the Standard Highway Sign Designs (SHSD) for Texas and 
with the Texas Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (TMUTCD). 

 
1. The sign face, made of electronic film and retro-reflective sheeting shall 

comply with the appearance, specification, and good workmanship 
designated by the using agency for sign faces constructed of screen 
processed retro-reflective sheeting of the same type. 
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2. All sign blanks shall be covered with appropriate retro-reflective sheeting. 

 
a. All ground mounted stop signs, warning signs, and other regulatory 

signs, shall use at a minimum High Intensity Prismatic Reflective 
Sheeting. 

 
b. All overhead signs shall use Diamond Grade Reflective Sheeting. 

 
c. All other signs shall use Super Engineer Grade Sheeting 

 
3. Application Methods. The method of application of sheeting, letters, 

numbers, and symbols shall be precisely as prescribed in writing by the 
manufacturer. 

 
a.  Legend Spacing and Layout. Spacing and layout for all traffic control 

signs shall conform to the SHSD. 
 

b.  Tolerance for Horizontal Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall 
be horizontally aligned to a tolerance of 1/16 inch.  

 
c.  Tolerance for Vertical Alignment. Letters, numerals, and symbols shall 

be vertically aligned to a tolerance of 1/16 on each letter in each line. 
 

D. Sign Posts. Steel post shall conform to the standard specification for hot 
rolled carbon sheet steel, structural quality, ASTM designation A570, Grade 
50. Average minimum yield strength after cold forming is 60,000 psi. The 
cross section of the post shall be square tube formed steel, carefully rolled to 
size and shall be welded directly in the corner by high frequency resistance 
welding or equivalent process and externally scarified to agree with corner 
radii. Sign posts shall be hot dipped galvanized conforming to ASTM A653, 
G90. 

 
1. Installation. The square end of the post shall not be modified or pointed. 

 
a.  Flange. When sign post installation is required over building basements, 

bridges and cavities, a galvanized cast iron pipe flange shall be used. 
The base shall be 8 inches in diameter with six 5/16 inch holes drilled 
equidistant around the circumference, ⅝ inch from the outer edge. The 
neck of the flange shall be 3inches in diameter, drilled and threaded to 
receive a 2 inch diameter galvanized post. 
 

b.  Hardware. All ground mounted signs shall be attached to posts using 
5/16” nut and bolt assembly, the bolt being 2 ½” in length. Stainless steel 
banding material, brackets and clips will be used for signs installed on 
light standards or mast arms. 
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c.  Construction. Anchors shall be anchored in a minimum of one cubic foot 

of class “C” concrete, 28 inches deep, with a 6 inch long, ⅜ inch 
diameter pin inserted through the pre-drilled hole 3 inches from the 
bottom of the pole. Where the pole installation requires surface 
mounting, an 8 inch flange with a 2 inch threaded collar shall be used. 
The pole shall be galvanized, two inches in diameter and threaded to fit 
the flange. Sign placement and orientation shall be as specified in the 
construction plans. 
 

E. Each finished sign shall have the following sticker affixed to the back in a 
location where it will be visible when the sign is installed: 

 

 
 

The sticker shall be Zebra Technologies Z-Ultimate 3000 White or approved 
equal.  Finished product shall be weather and fade resistant for the expected 
life of the sign. 

 
F. Warranty. The Contractor shall warrant the materials and workmanship of 

each sign in accordance with the maximum limits of material warranties 
extended by manufacturers of raw materials, subject to the conditions they 
specify. The retro-reflective sheeting will be considered unsatisfactory if it has 
deteriorated due to natural causes to the extent that: (1) the sign is ineffective 
for its intended purpose when viewed from a moving vehicle under normal 
day and night driving conditions; or (2) the coefficient of retro-reflection is less 
than the minimum specified for that sheeting. When sign failure occurs prior 
to the minimum years indicated and an inspection demonstrates that the 
failure is caused by materials warranted to contractor to endure at least that 
long, the sign will be replaced or repaired free of materials charges. When 
failure occurs and inspection demonstrates that such failure is due to poor 
workmanship, the sign will be replaced or repaired at Contractor's expense, 
including shipping charges. 
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PART 3 EXECUTION 

 
3.01.1 EQUIPMENT 

 
A. The contractor shall provide machinery, tools, and equipment necessary for 

proper execution of the work. 
 

3.01.2 CONSTRUCTION 
 
A. Construction shall be high quality with no visible defects in the finished 

product. Fabrication shall be in accordance with these specifications. Street 
name signs shall always be supplied and installed at each project intersection 
whether signs previously existed at the location or not. 

 
B. The removal of existing signs shall be coordinated with the Traffic Operations 

Section of the Public Works Department (713-803-3054) and arrangements 
made for a convenient time to deliver City signs and poles.  All salvaged traffic 
signs shall be delivered to the Traffic Operations Center located at 2200 
Patterson Street.  All deliveries to the Traffic Operations Center requires a 
minimum notice of two (2) working days prior to returning or delivering any 
sign and/or sign related material. 

 
3.03 RESPONSIBILITIES 

 
A. The contractor is responsible for providing and supplying aluminum traffic 

signs covered with retro-reflective sheeting, applying standard legends (or 
special legends if shown in the plans) to the covered sign blanks, galvanized 
steel sign poles, pole anchors, all hardware for installing the signs and poles, 
and for installing traffic signs, poles and anchors as shown in the plans or call 
for in the contract documents, complete and ready for field installations. 
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	END OF SECTION

